Jon 


Deciding ‘Gnorm Gnat’ wasn't working out, Davis next took to creating 
something a little more traditional. His first attempt to do a series about 
humans since High School, this new comic would follow the life of a cartoonist 
trying to navigate friendships and life, alongside occasionally spending time 
with his beloved cat. 


‘Jon’ would quickly evolve into a hit, and shortly after its second anniversary, 
Jim would hit the big time. 


| am very excited to present these comics, which are as much historical 
artifacts as they are pretty adorable cartoons. The earliest have not been 
seen by the public in over 45 years. 


wc January 8, 1976 


I'M AT A LOSS 


FOR A WORD TO OUR ONLY THOUGHT 
eee THIS I5 TO ENTERTAIN YOU. 


| THERE aie JON ARBUCKLE. 
TM A CARTOONIST 

AND THIS |S MY CAT } Hi THERE, 
GARFIELD I'M_G 


IS MY CARTOONIST, 
JON. 


TRIP... 


Jim YAVTS 


January 15, 1976 
Jon 


WHAT‘LL IT BE 
TONIGHT GARFIELD, 
TUNA OR LIVER? WHA .<- I THINK 
YOU'LL FIND THE 
LIVER QUITE 
TASTY 


ITM VATS 


January 22, 1976 


I'M COLD, I'M WEAK, 
I'M HUNGRY. TAKE ME 
IN MASSUR JON! 


CAN THE DRAMATICS 
LYMAN. YOU KNOW 
a MY APARTMENT (5 

YOUR APARTMENT 


SANDBOX IS 
OFF LIMITS 


ee ee OR 


January 29, 1976 


IS THAT ALL YOU 
HAVE; THE ONE 


SUITCASE ? aEN y AUaE 


» LAWSEY. 


LAWS 


Oo 
in 
0) 
, 
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=) 
Ss 
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ce) 
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February 12, 1976 


NO JURY IN THE 
WORLD WOULD HAVE 
CONVICTED ME 


Jon February 19, 1976 


THIS 19 IT... SHE WON! SHE WON J SEE DOROTHY HAMILL 
I'LL SCRATCH 
HER EYES OUT 


HERE COMES THE 
JUDGES’ DECISIONS 


Page 4 The Pendleton Times February 26, 1976 


NOTHING LIKE A 

CUTE ONE-LINER 

TO MEET A NEW 
CHICK 


HAVEN'T WE MET 


| 
VAVIS 


lim 


i LD 


| | C4 


Jon 


GUESS WHAT GARFIELD? 

I NET THIS WONDEKF 

GIRL IN THE LAUNDRY 
ROOM 


UL 


March 4, 1976 


SHE HAS THIS WAW ABOUT 
HER THAT JUST 


KILLS YOU 
SO DID 
LIZZIE BORDEN 
@ 


EVEN THOUGH WE DIDN'T 
SPEAK, I THINK SHE‘S 
CRAZY ABOUT ME 


ANP I THINK 


iM DAVES 


Jon 


Thursday, March 11, 1976 
ALL I EVER VO 


1S 
EAT AND SLEEY, 
EAT 


AND SLEEP 
EAT AND SLEEP, 


THERE MUST BE 
MORE. TO A CAT'S LIFE 
THAN THAT 


BUT, I 
HOPE NOT 


oO 
oQ 


Jim VAVTS 


Jon 


I CAN’'T THANK YOU 
ENOUGH FOR LETTING 
ME AND MY DOG MOVE IN 


UE Sar NN 


March 18, 1976 The Pendleton Times 


Ww 


THINK NOTHING OF IT. 
GARFIELD AND I ARE MORE 
THAN HAPPY TO HAVE YOU 


AREN'T WE 
GARFIELD ? 


THERE'S THAT GIRL | 
I‘LL USE THE 

: DIRECT 
APPROACH 


March 25, 1976 


The Pendleton Times 


Page 3 


Hi THERE... 
UH,GOT THE T'ME ? 


IT’S 12:30! 


April 1, 1976 


IF THERE'S ANYTHING 
I HATE, IT'S A DOG WHO 
BEGGS AT THE TABLE 

@ 


Jon 


AA ALAAAAALAS RADARSAT REAPER ASAE S RS LL 
Social News? Phone Mrs. Huey 778-2: 


Jon April 8, 1976 


ee 
z 
4 


April 15, 1976 The Pendleton Times Page3 


April 22, 1976 The Pendleton Times Page3 


OLD HONDO 
NEVER MADE IT TO 
THE CARROT JUICE 


HE FOUNDERED 
DRINKING HIS 
HOT BATH 


Grn 2° 
-P 


© oe [} ss 
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y ¢ ¢,° ete 
e ee ee e 
e e o% 
¥ ee 


eM DANTS 


Jon 


April 29, 1976 
PRO OICKIE® 1@ DER GAME. | FORESEE THE 
DR. GUSTAV STITCH IX'N SI 
WHERE DOES IT HURT? I'LL A.M.A. BOYCOTTING 
cemubiangiinialaidahds Kloo IT UND MAKE if VELL. THis STRIP 
WA, 


Jon May 6, 1976 


EFFERYTING LOOKS ALRIGHT. 
YER IN O 


GOOT i 
b BQ 


HEALTH 
oy 


BUT DOC, I'M HAVING 
LOWER ABDOMENAL 


ae 
Lyi Pas 


Jon May 13, 1976 


ALL IT AN 
ETHNIC WEAKNESS 
@ 


I KEALLY SHOULON’T 
EAT THAT FISH... 


Jon 


OH, WHERE AKE 
MAKY HARTMAN THE SHOWS WITH THE 
, HAPPY ENDINGS... 


WITH GOOD PLOTS ove § 


WITH FINE ACTORS... 


wie May 20, 1976 


WHERE ARE THE 
GENTLE BEN RERUNS? 


Jon May 27, 1976 


1] SAY IT'S OK.FOR IF GOV HAV WANTED WOMAN HOW VO YOU 
A WOMAN TO RACE TO RACE IN THE “500" HE ARGUE WITH LOGIC 
IN THE “500" WOULD HAVE VUT A LADIES ROOM LIKE THAT ¢ 
IN GASOLINE ALLEY 


Jon June 3, 1976 


I'M GETTING LAZY. 
IT WOULD JO ME GOOD 
TO GET SOME EXERCISE 


TIN VAIS 


June 10, 1976 


‘LL SLIP IT. INTO HIS 
TUNA PATE. HE'LL 
NEVER KNOW 


June 17, 1976 


VEAK “CONCERNED” : 

I HAVE NEVEK HEARD ANYTHING 
50 DISGUSTING ANY CKAUEL AS YOUR SHOVING A LIT 
METHODS OF TKVING TO CUKE POOR CHERRY BOMB UP HIS NOSE 
VOO-PO00'S SNIFFLES. OBVIOUSLY SHOULD CLEAR THE 
YOU KNOW NOTHING ABOUT THE CONGESTION 
PROVER MEDICAL CARE FOR A CAT 


DEAK GAREFIELV: 
MY CAT ,P0Q-00, HAS THE 


SQUEEZING HIS LITTLE NECK... 
etl WORKS . WHAT SHOULV 


June 24, 1976 


Jon 


WE CATS PLAYED 
A PART IN OUR GREAT 
AMERICAN HERITAGE TOO 
YOU KNOW cece 


ANO THE CAT WHO 


WARNEO PAUL AEVERE 


THE BRITISH WERE C 


COMING 


July 1, 1976 


TiN PAV 


Jon July 8, 1976 


AND ONE FAN 
ISN’T CUTTING IT 


THIS JULY 
WEATHER IS ENOUGH 
TO GET A GUY DOWN 


J on July x5, 1976 The Pendleton Times Page 3 


oe 


YOU TAKE ONE 
BITE OF THAT PIE, 
GARFIELD, AND I’LL 
SMACK YOUR FAT 

LITTLE VAWS 


4 


ao 


NOTE: DAMAGE ON THIS ISSOE MEANT LIBERTIES HAD TO BE TAKEN WITH RESTORATION. 
ALSO: THE TYPO ON THE DATE IS FOLLY AUTHENTIC, AND APPEARED IN THE REAL NEWSPAPER. 


THE DATE SHOOLD HAVE BEEN PRINTED AS JOLY (5, (976. 


J on July x5, 1976 The Pendleton Times | Page 3 


o 


act hyn WG hy 4 Singh OG KE, Bakl. *SGV FBP PIN 


(ORIGINAL) 


The Pendleton Times Page 3 


Ne 
VOLITICS 
Oo 


July 22, 1976 


gay a ae Ge eee 
FIRST, THE 


DEMOCRAT CONVENTION 
NOW, THE OLYMPICS. 


THAT'S ALL 
YOU SEE ON 
TELEVISION... 


Jim VANS 


ro] 


Jon July 29, 1976 


THESE OLYMPICS THEY‘RE HOLDING UV THE 
ARE GREAT J lOO METER DASH,FOLKS, ‘TIL 
JON AKBUCKLE FEEDS 
HIS CAT, 
GARFIELD 


August 5, 1976 The Pendleten Times Page 11 


Jon 


I TAKE A BATH 

EVERY THURSDAY 
WHETHER [ NEED ONE 
OR NOT 


WANT ADS 


The Pendleton Times 


August 12, 1976 


Jon August 19, 1976 


NOTORIOUS CAT BURGLAR ,EVIL ROY 
SLUDGE, WAS APPREHENDED LATE 
LAST NIGHT AFTEK A a 
HIGH SVEED CHASE 


THREE PERSIAN CATS, 
TWO TOM CATS, 
FOUR TABBY CATS 
SIX FUZZY KITTENS, 
AND.A BOX OF 
NUM-NUMS 


A SEARCH OF EVIL 
KOY'S CAR TURNED 
UV BU RUNS FULL 


cM VATS 


Jon 


DEAK GARFIELD: 

BELIEVE IT OK NOT,I AM AN 
UGLY KITTEN.OH,I DO ALL THE 
THINGS “CUTE” KITTENS DO... PLAY 
WITH YARN ANV THE WHOLE BIT, 
BUT I DON'T GET ANY ATTENTION. 


Mud Fence 


WHAT CAN 1 DOT 


VE 


AK“ MUD": 

YOU'RE TRYING TOO HARD 
TO BE CUTE. YOU'LL GET MORE 
ATTENTION IF YOU JUST BE 
YOURSELF 


August 26, 1976 


AND SHARPEN 
YOUR CLAWS ON THE 
LIVING ROOM DRAPES 


September 2, 1976 


Jon 
EVIL RO ROY SLUDGE NOTORIOUS CAT | OUR PRODUCER CALLS HIM A 
AS. WE LIKE TO CALL 


-OR 
HIM, OR BiRR S NATCHER", 
GET IT ¢ WAS RELEASED 
TODAY. 


HA HA HA HA 

HO HO HA HOHA 
HEE HEE HAHA 
HA HAHA HAHA 


5 
A*TOM CATCH" HAHA 


Thursday, Sept. 16, 1976 


Jon 


x 
Z 
$2 
== 
ze 
Za 
zm 
*% 
5 


September 23, 1976 


CALL ME 
“REPULSED” 


THERE'S THAT 
GIRL. AGAIN J 


Jon September 30, 1976 


October 7, 1976 


“ A CAT WHO 
x OS LIKES MICKEY 
MOUSE 


! 


October 14, 1976 


GARFIELD! 


7M DAVES | 


(digital scan) 


October 14, 1976 


GARFIELD! 


(physical, paper scan) 


assessment to the Madizon County Baard To Place Went Ads 
as’ president, the county auditor.as : Phone 778-2324 
, the county 


oN Come In And Register 
For The Big 


vy 3 ft. Snoopy Doll 
a fe _To Be Given Away Nov. 24 


a Specials Of The Week_ 


ee * Pumpkin Donuts onut 
: - | | %& Pumpkin Cookies - 4 Deitte 


* Candy Apples 


Jon October 21, 1976 The Pendleton Times Page 3 


OH-OH... 
HEKE COMES JON 
@ 


October 28, 1976 
JON’S TY. 


Jon November 4, 1976 


ICY 
SANVDBOXES 
6 


rivets; TREES, 
BLEAK AFTEKNOO ie 
R ‘AW W WINDS... 


I HATE 
NOVEMBER 
# 


Gicn. 


November 11, 1976 The Pendleton Times Page 3 


COULVD'VE USED 
A RUBBER A LITTLE SALT... 
MOUSEY 
@ 


iL 


ee 


November 18, 1976 The Pendleton Times Page 3 


BET YOU DON'T 
KNOW WHO GAVE 
THE PILGRIMS 
THEIR NAME 


JOHN WAYNE 


OTM VANS 


November 25, 1976 


Jon 


THAT WAS SOME THANKSGIVING 
MEAL [ FIXEP FORK THE FOLKS; 

HUH GARFIELD. ALL EXCEPT FOR 
THAT DUMB THINGI DID... 


HOW COULD I HAVE 
LOST |O POUNDS OF 
OYSTER DRESSING 7 


A | on December 2, 1976 


THIS T.V. SEASON WITH ,OF COURSE, 
REALLY STINKS THE ONE EXCEPTION... 
GARFIELD 


Jon 


WHAT WOULD 
YOU LIKE FOR 
CHRISTMAS 
GARFIELD 7 


[OO POUNDS 
OF LASAGNA 
AND 25 


SLAVE VOGS , 


December 16, 1976 


I'LL BET YOU'D LIKE 

A NICE. FUZZY BALL 

OF YARN TO PLAY 
WIT 


The Penc .eton Times 


T THINK ULL PUT 
A PIRANHA IN HIS 
CHRISTMAS 
STOCKING... 


Page 3 


oN DAVES 


Jon December 23, 1976 


OH-OH! 
HERE COMES 
JON ! 


(ORIGINAL) 


it over 


Many parents encourage their children 
to write letters to Santa Claus, but few 
parents would admit to writing letters of 


their own, requesting special goodies for 
Christmas 


Through an accident, however, a bundle 
of such letters was delivered to The 
Times, but since it is too cloge to Christ- 
mas to forward the letters to Mr. Claus, 
here are the wants of some : 

Tom Jarvis-Exclusive rights to a 
marina in Cadiz. 

Jim Bannon--A_ state basketball 
championship for the Andergon Indians, 


Cartoonist Jim Davis—Instructions in 
the fine art of playing a pinball machine. 

Robbie Hackleman—A car that will last 
for a few more miles. 

Hayse Huey-~A flying saucer to ride on 
when the elevator in the Times Building 
fails, 

We didn’t print all the lists because there 
just isn’t enough space, but rest assured 
there were plenty more items in those 
letters. , 

As for us at The Times, we want each of 
our readers fo enjoy the happiest 
Christmas imaginable and to remember 
the reason we celebrate the day. 


(bonus from 
12/23/1976) 


Jon December 30, 1976 


AND WHAT'S VOUR NEW YEAR’S 
RESOLUTION 
GARFIELD 7 I THINK I‘LL 


BE NICER 
TO DOGS 


I'LL CUT DOWN 
ON LASAGNA 
INSTEAD 


Jon January 6, 1977 


Jon , January 13, 1977 
ONT IT A LITTLE en ny 


| COLP TO TAKE SPOT : I 
FFOR A WALK LYMAN? 1 NT) TT 


| 
y 


Fd . ‘aoe 
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January 37, 1977 


THE COFFEE'S STRONG, HON. 
YOu'D BETTER GET IT 
BEFORE IT GETS YOU 


February 3, 1977 
50 THAT'S oe 
/ WHY THEY CALL | 
\ HIM “SPOT” 


SPOT! LOOK © 
WHAT YOU DID |. 
ON THE FLOOR 


Jon : February 10, 1977 


DO YOU EVER SHOVE YOUR 
GLASSES UP ON YOUR NOSE IRMA? 


a OFF ( BUZZZZZZZ22 ) 
a 6; 


ae i= im 
JIM VAVIS 


THIS COMIC WAS PRINTED WITHOOT ANY TITLE. 
IT WAS PRINTED ON 02.17.1977 


Jon February 24, 1977 


HEKE COMES “THAT 
GIRL”! | MUST DO 
SOMETHING MACHO 
TO IMPRESS HER 


a 
>, ie 


Le 


THE BEACH 
IS THAT WAY 


I'V LIKE TO STAY AND CHAT, 
BUT | HAVE TO GO BEAT UP 
ON A KARATE INSTRUCTOR 
AND VO SOME PUSH-UPS 


FACE IT ARBUCKLE, 
YOU HAVE THE 
HEART OF 
CHARLES BRONSEN 


my 
Te 


TM VAVES 


March 3, 1977 


I THINK I 
JUST VIEV 
AND WENT 
TO HEAVEN 


GUESS WHAT HON f 
WE HAVE A NEW GIRL 
WORKING HEKE 


NOTE: DAMAGE ON THIS ISSOE MEANT LIBERTIES HAD TO BE TAKEN WITH RESTORATION. 


Jon 
GUESS WHAT HON ? “TL THINK I 
WE HAVE A NEW GIRL JUST Pleo 
vidanlaaie OHP : TO HEAVEN 


JIM VANTIS 


(ORIGINAL) 


Jon 


UH, WHAT'S YOUR NAME. 2? 


GEE, WHAT A 

PRETTY NAME. 
1S THAT SHORT 
FOR ELIZABETH 


NO... 
IT'S SHORT FOR 
“LIZARD" 


March 10, 1977 


I DON'T 
THINK “LIZ 


LIKES 
SMALL TALK 


Jon March 17, 1977 
WHAT'S THE THIRTY LOVE. (GAS? )... DOES 
SCORE ? TO WHAT ? LOVE IS THIS MEAN YOU 
SWEETHEART? NOTHING 


WANT YOUR 
FRATERNITY PIN 
BACK? of) 


2 
q 
= 
5 


Jon March 24, 1977 


LOOK BEHIND YOU JON... “1 SHOULD HAVE 
THERE'S FARAH FAWCETT SEEN RIGHT 
IN THE NUDE ! THROUGH IT 
WHEN HE SAID, 
*IN THE 


Jon 


WHAT ARE 
YOU VOING 
TONIGHT 
LYMAN 2 


I'M GOING 
TO THE BIJOU 
TO SEE THEIR 

NEW MOVIE 


IT'S ABOUT THIS KID 
WHO PUTS A TACK IN 
HIS TEACHER’S CHAIR 
AND SHE SITS ON IT 


| 


ie 


March 31, 1977 


NOT MUCH 
OF A PLOT 


1 SUPPOSE SO. 
BUT | STILL LIKE 
THE MOVIES WHERE | 
THE BOY GETS THE 
GIRL IN THE END 


SYM PAVIS 


Jon April 7, 1977 


April 14, 1977 


THE WAKM SPRING SUN IS 


COACHING TREES TO BUD AND ££ 
TENVER YOUNG FLOWERS TO : BIG, FAT 
BLOOM. FLEDGLING SONGBIRDS HAIRY DEAL 


- SPRING 
IS HERE... 
arr] 


e 


lp 
za. 
S 
é, 


SWEET SCENT OF LILACS. 
SPRING IS HERE ... 


ee we. oo, we 
os 7" ae 
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Jon April 21, 1977 


af 
ILL BE... 
A CUPCAKE ... 


° 
Co 


LRM DAVES 


April 28, 1977 


Jon 
IM NG TQ TAKE AN 
= s v 


Jon May 05, 1977 


A LIKELY 
THs VNe \| “STOR! 


Jen May 12, 1977 


FOYT, SMOYT. 
WHEN IT COMES TO 
THE 500", [IM FOR 

RAV HAROON 


BUT, L FIGURE 
HE'S ABOUT 


GRANTED .20 
OL! RAY HASN'T WON 
A RACE IN 66 YEARS 
° 


° 
a 


TM DANS 


Jon May 26, 1977 


HOW ABOUT. 


COULD YOU MAKE IT 
A VATE LizZer of 


THKOUGH THE NIGHT 
IF 1 SAID,“NO”? 


FACE. IT JON cee 
SNAPPY 
COMEBACKS 


June 2, 1977 
HEAVYWEIGHT | 
eal CONTENDER 
- 


on < SSL NY 7 | 
Tt \Szeal—\ 


Jon 


THAT “KOCKY* 
WAS SOME 


eal CONTENDER 


ot 


Neither of the scans | ended up with for this one are super great. 


Jon June 9, 1977 


THIS |S IT GARFIELD. 
THE LATE-LATE MOVIE 
WITH BRIGITTE BARDOT 


iM VANTS 


GOT OUK SODA POP. 
GOT OUK POPCORN. 
WE'RE SET 


Jon 


June 16, 1977 


A TEDDY BEAR. 
A DUNB, STUPID 
SILLY LOOKING OL! 
TEDDY BEAR 


Ioanyc, Wal? 


Jon June 23, 1977 


NO GARFIELD, 
T WILL NOT KISS YOUR 
TEDDY BEAR GOOD NIGHT 


June 30, 1977 


Jon 


AHHH ..6. NOTHING 
LIKE A COLD BATH 
AFTER A HOT DAY 


July 7, 1977 


GARFIELD!! 


Jon July 7, 1977 


GARFIELD!! 


AHHH ... NOTHING 
LIKE A COLD BATH 
AFTER A HOT DAY 


July 14, 1977 


Jon July 28, 1977 


August 4, 1977 


August 11, 1977 


T WONDER WHO 
THE CENTERFOLY IS. 
ELKE f FAKRAH? 


August 18, 1977 


“GIMME 100 SHARES OF EVSEL’ 
“HOW MUCH I9 A LIFETIME 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR SATURDAY 

. EVENING POST 2" 

sai 200. 

7B oO 


AND, “ FLYING AIN'T SAFE. 
GIMME A ROUND TRIP TICKET 
ON THE ANDREA DORIA.” 


D 
SOME GREAT PHRASES... 


Jit DAVES 


Jon August 25, 1977 


TICKLE-TICKLE-TICKLE ! 
eee fe YM GOING TO 
‘ THROW UP 


Ti DAVIS 


Garfield. September 1, 1977 


CAT FOOD! 
O 


HH BOV, OH BOY. 
j[oeny 1S THURSDAY 


THAT'S LASAGNA DAN 


° 


(PHYSICAL PRINT) 


Garfield 


OH BOV, OH BOY. 
TODAY 1S THURSDAY, 


AN! THAT'S LASAGNA DAN 


(DIGITAL SCAN) 


Garfield 


September 8, 1977 
TN. AIN'T WHAT IT USED? TOBE. 
WHERE ARE THE SUPERSTARS ¢ 
S5POK'S GONE 
| FARRAH 'S GONE 


: JOHN BOY'S GONE 


September 15, 1977 


id 


Garfie 
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Gar field September 22, 1977 


Garfield 


THAT FLOOK 
SUKE LOOKS COLV 
THIS MORNING 


Garfield October 13, 1977 


IT AIN'T 
GETTING OUT OF 
BED IF THE 
FLOOR |S COLD 


| FOR BREAKFAST 


oe Se ee 


Garfield 


GOO? MORNING GARFIELD. 


HERE'S A NICE H 
BOWL OF NOGURT 


BRAAAACK! 


October 20, 1977 


LL BET 
JULIA CHILD 
NEVER HAD TO 
SUFFER THIS 


TIM VANES 


Garfield 


October 27, 1977 


NOW THAT I'M UF, 
I MIGHT AS WELL 
HAVE. BREAKFAST 


CRM VAVTS 


apettels November 3, 1977 


G arfield November 10, 1977 The Pendleton Times Page 3 


ONE LUMP 
OR TWO? 


YOU CAN'T DRINK 
COFFEE, GARFIELD. 
YOU'LL STUNT YOUR, 


é e6e 


Nevember 17, 1977: 
Garfiela 


AH...4 GOOP STEAK AND A 
FINE WINE. 


JN PANS 


Garfield November 24, 1977 


TURKEY FOK THANKSGIVING... 
WHAT A DUMB 
TRADITION. 


NOW THOSE ITALIAN 
INDIANS AND PILGRIMS 
HAV THE RIGHT IDEA... 


JPM DAVES 


Garfiela December 1, 1977 


YM_LOOKING MY aera se we LAW 
FORA 


STEREO FOR 
lier NWiead 


GOT ONE F 
REAL SEAL. 


Garfield December 15, 1977 


HERE GARFIELD, I HAVE A 
DARLING SNOWSUIT FOR YOU 
TO PUT ON. 


(Ee THAT'LL 


Garfield December 22, 1977 
E GEE ee = 
WHAT IS IT? 


GARFIELD !! 


° 


December 29, 1977 


Garfield 


oiM YAVIS 


Garfield Page 4 The Pendleton Times January 5, 1978 


CAT FOOD... 
UO 


° 


THE BODQUET 
LEAVES SOMETHING 
TO BE VESIREP 


O 
fe) 
° 


2. = 
E 


Athi oy 
wane VO OPO® 


January 12, 1978 The Pendleton Times 


Garfield 


GARFIELD! YOu SHOW NE A GOOV MOUSER, 
DION'T EVEN TRY! ANY Ik SHOW YOU A CAT 


ITH BAD BREATH. 


Page 3 


The Pendleton Times 


1978 
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January 26 


Garfield 


STARTING 
TO ME 


I THINK SHE'S 
TO WARM UP 


HAVE EVERY ALBUM 


YOU BET HOT SHOT. 
THE HARMONICATS 
EVER MADE 


I 


TELL ME LIZ 
VO YOU LIKE 
MUSIC ? 


oa 


dl we 


AN, 


oe ke et 
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Garfield 


MY, YOU LOOK NICE TODAY 


IRMA 
ARE. YOU 
KIDDING? 


“4 Sit Lis , 

a MEAS 

AAPL L A 
iit pio 
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og 


February 2, 1978 The Pendleton Times 


Page 3 


WHEN I COME TO WORK, 1! WEAR 
BASE AND LIPSTICK AND THAT'S 
IT HON. I DON’T PUT ON EYES 
UNLESS I HAVE A HOT DATE... 
YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN ? 


wes 


Wee eee 


. 
-SANNNEN, 
etatetatetaterts 


'« 


on 
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I OIDN’'T 
EVEN SHAVE 


I DON'T 
WANT TO 


HEAK ABOUT 


IT IRMA 


cy 
s 
SS, 
> 
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February 9, 1978 The Pendleton Times Page 3 


FOUR-PLY, STEEL- BELTED 
RADIAL RET 
TENNY PUMPS ‘eg 
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og J J 
as , ahs see 
f, Mo od 


Garfield February 16, 1978 
I WOULD HAVE MY CHURCH DOESN'T iy 


oa 


Oe Ae Ee 
Oe gg 


BEEN A COLLEGE BELIEVE IN 
FOOTBALL PLAYER BLEEDING ON 
HAD IT NOT BEEN SATURDAY 


FOR MY RELIGION 


ee te gg 


ts , 


by Jerry Brewer 


: aver | 
Ing t over | 
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Garfield says good-bye 


Fans of Garfield, the fat, lazy, cynical 
cat who has graced the editorial pages of 
The Times for the past few years, may 
have noticed his absence for the last 
couple of weeks, but there is cause for joy 
in that, as Garfield is.en the verge of 
becoming a nationally. renowned cartoon 
figure. 

Cartoonist Jim Davis, a friend of mine 
since way before either of us was old 
enough to shave, finally had his attempts 
to get the cartoon strip syndicated come to 
a happy conclusion late in January when 
United Feature Syndicate called to an- 
nounce their acceptance of Garfield and 
his friends. 

Davis signed a five-year contract with 
the syndicate in mid-February and is now 
in the process of designing a sales package 
for company representatives to present to 

Davis, who now resides in Muncie with 
his wife, Carolyn, actually began his art- 
work during school when he 
developed a character who led readers 


the school’s yearbook. That was 
back in the days when yearbooks weren’t 
quite so much like catalogs. 

After continuing his art studies at Ball 
State University, Davis joined T.K. Ryan, 
creator of. ‘‘Tumbleweeds’’, as an 
assistant, a position he still holds. 
‘‘Tumbleweeds’’, incidentally, is also 
distributed by United. 


The Times began publishing Davis’ work 
in mid-1973 when Gnorm Gnat and his 
insect buddies made their first ap- 
pearance. That strip continued for about 
two years before Garfield replaced it. 

Besides the cat, the strip, to be called 
“Garfield and Friends’, includes Jon 
Arbuckle, a cartoonist with whom Garfield 
makes his home; Lyman, Jon’s room- 
mate; Spot, Lyman’s dog; Irma, the 
waitress at the coffee shop, and Liz, Jon’s 
girlfriend. 

Davis said early this week it would be 
about a year before the strip begins to 


appear in newspapers. ‘‘It will definitely 


March 2, 1978 


appear in the Muncie papers, and maybe 


with some connections they have, it will 
end up in the Indianapolis papers, too. It 
looks as if we'll have a special Sunday 
strip for some of the papers.”’ 

As a sidelight of their trip to New York to 
sign the contract, Jim and Carolyn visited 
Mort Walker of ‘Beetle Bailey’’ and ‘‘Hi 
and Lois’’ fame, at his studio in Green- 
wich, Conn., also the site of the Museum of 
Cartoon Art, which Walker helped open. 

‘“‘Walker had a special register book for 
cartoonists,’ Jim said. “He opened it up 
and there had been just one artist there 
before us, the fellow who draws Batman. I 
had to sign the book and do a quick sketch 
of Garfield, so there I stood with a half-dry 
felt-tip pen, Mort Walker looking over my 
shoulder and an exquisite drawing of 
Batman right above Garfield. I'll bet Mort 
was wondering if I always shake when I’m 
drawing my characters. 

“He was the nicest guy to spend some 
time with, and we splurged with some 
bologna sandwiches with him later in the 
day. 9 

Davis, who lost the high school 

dramatics award to this writer on a split 
vote-you can guess who cast the deciding 
ballot, concluded, ‘‘You should give 
yourselves a pat on the back. I’ll bet you’re 
the only weekly newspaper who helped 
launch the career of a nationally syn- 
dicated cartoonist.’’ 
Actually, we owe our thanks to him for 
helping us brighten our pages with his 
artwork, and we wish him all the success 
in the world with Garfield and Friends. 

It’s always nice to watch someone’s 
dream come true. 
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Cartoonist Jim Davis Syndicates Cat-Oriented Comic Strip 


By LOIS MELINA 


Star Staff Reporter 

While there always have been cat lovers. it has only been in the last 
couple of years that books, posters. calendars and stationery about cats 
have been highly successful commercial activities. Some of these, like 
the works of B. Kliban, have departed from the traditional *‘pussyeat"’ 
approach to the feline 

The latest commercial venture for this newly recognized market is 
‘‘Garfield,”’ a comic strip by Muncie cartoonist Jim Davis. The strip, 
which will begin June 19, features Garfield, a cat Davis describes as “fat, 
cynical, selfish and endearing who prefers a good dish of lasagna to a live 
rodent.” 

The comic strip is being syndicated by United Feature Syndicate. Inc., 
which markets several of the nation’s top comic strips, including ‘‘Tum- 
bleweeds”’ and ‘*Peanuts."’ Although ‘‘Garfield” is Davis’ first comic 
strip, he isn’t new to the funny pages. He has been working for almost 
nine years with Tom Ryan, creator of ‘*‘Tumbleweeds,”’ drawing back- 
grounds. 

Davis thinks the time is right for a comic strip featuring a cat. He 
points out that dogs like Snoopy and Marmaduke have been standard 
characters on comic pages, but there has never been a cat. The syndicate 
evidently agrees. After deciding Jan. 24 to market the strip, it moved the 
starting date up one year so that *‘Garfield’’ appears before someone de- 
velops a similar cat character. 

Davis hastens to explain that while a cat is the central character, the 
comic strip is designed to appeal to other interests as well. Other charac- 
ters in the strip, who will be introduced gradually, include Jon, Garfield's 
owner; Lyman, Jon's roommate: Odie, Lyman’s dog: Irma, a waitress at 
a restaurant Jon visits; and Liz, Jon’s ideal woman. 

Davis started to work on the comic strip about two years ago. At that 
time, the central] character was a cartoonist who had a cat named Gar- 
field. “Everytime I went to do it, Garfield had the funny lines,’ Davis 
said. Eventually, Garfield’s character emerged as the strongest in the 
comic strip. ‘‘There wasn’t anything I could do about it,"’ Davis said. 

Although his wife's allergy prevents Davis from having a cat of his 
own, he is no stranger to the animal. He grew up on a farm near Fair- 
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mount where there were approximately 25 cats. But he doesn't think he'll 
always have to depend on his own resources for cat information “Every 
body's got a dozen cat stories,” he said. adding, *"I've got a feeling I'll be 
hearing a lot of them.”’ 

Davis said the comic strip will be a gag strip relying heavily on continu- 
ing personalities for humor. There will be no social or political commen- 
tary in it. "The comic pages are for entertainment,” Davis said. “And | 
couldn't do political comment if | wanted to — for years I thought OPEC 
(Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries) was a denture adhe- 
sive. 

The Hoosier cartoonist seems a little awed at the prospect of his name 
appearing on the same page as Mort Walker. creator of ‘*Beetle Bailey" 
Charles Schultz of ““Peanuts’’ fame. and Dick Browne, cartoonist for 
Hagar” and “Hi & Lois.”’ And he seems amazed that he will be getting 
paid for something he always has enjoyed doing. *'I never think of it as a 
job,"’ he said. "This is like a hobby or game. The hard part to believe is 
that I'll actually get paid for doing this.” 

Davis said it takes about two hours to complete the artwork for a daily 
comic strip and about twice that long to finish a comic for the Sunday 
funnies. “‘The toughest part is getting consistently good gags day after 
day."’ he said. All cartoonists have different techniques, he said, but he 
usually puts Garfield in a situation, lets it develop into a gag, then backs it 
up a bit to begin what will actually appear in the comic strip. He's hoping 
to develop enough different personalities in the comic strip that he can 
apply almost any gag he thinks of to a character. 

Although he has worked on ‘‘Tumbleweeds”’ for more than eight years, 
Tom Ryan has always done the writing. ‘I've always enjoyed the 
artwork, but it feels good and satisfying to be doing the writing,’ Davis 
said. 

Davis, who has been active in Muncie Civic Theater productions, said 
authoring a comic strip is similar to working in the theater. **You write 
the script, set the scene, and direct. Every day is a one-act play,”’ he 
said. 

Davis said he doesn't want people to ‘‘labor”’ over his comic strip. ‘I go 
for a good smile. If I'm lucky a chortle — maybe a laugh.”’ In doing so he 
said he tries to show, “Life's not so bad.”" 


ee ne . 


Cartoonist Jim Davis of Muncie works in his basement studio 
on the syndicated comic strip, ‘‘Garfield,’’ which begins June 19. 
Other regular characters besides Garfield, include such person- 
alities as Jon, Garfield's owner; Lyman, Jon’s roommate: Odie, 
Lyman’s dog; Irma, a waitress at a restaurant Jon visits; and 
Liz, Jon's ideal woman. (Star Photo by Gary Burney) 
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GARFIELD! 
COMING YOUR WAY 
The Cat’s Cat, 
Garfield, Debuts 
in Monday’s Star 


Like cats? 

Don't like cats? 

If you fall into one of the above ca- 
tegories or somewhere in between. 
you re bound to enjoy Garfield, who 


| will be on hand beginning Monday 
‘ morning to entertain readers of The 


Star’s comics page. 

Garfield is the creation of Muncie 
cartoonist Jim Davis, and his antics 
will become a part of hundreds of 
daily newspaper comics pages be- 
ginning June 19. 

Davis, whose previous cartooning 
experience includes serving as as- 
sistant to Muncie’s Tom K. Ryan, 


4 originator of Tumbleweeds, for the 


past 9 years, has been working on 
Garfield for several months to get 


| him ready td meet his new public. 


Don’t miss Monday’s Star. when 


| Garfield joins the daily comics 
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Bowen Sees OK 
to Purchase 


Indy Building 


INDIANAPOLIS (UPI) — Gov. Otis 
R. Bowen said Friday he expects the 
State Budget Committee vote to become 


3-2 for approval of a plan to spend $8.5 
million to buy an Indianapolis insurance _ 


building for an Indiana Vocational Tech- 
nical College institute. 

The proposal to spend the 1978 legisla- 
tive appropriation to buy the American 
United Life Insurance building on Fall 
Creek got a 2-2 vote in a meeting of the 
four lawmaker-members at Turkey Run 
State Park Thursday night. This had the 
effect of delaying the project since Bud- 
get Director John Huie was ill and could 
not cast the deciding vote. 

At a news conference Friday, Bowen 
was asked if he had changed his mind 

‘No, it doesn’t mean I have changed 
my mind,’ Bowen answered... ‘‘We have 
given the boards of trustees great 
leeway and I think that is where it be- 
longs. The. IVTC board of trustees has 
the authority to say where they want the 
institute. The Higher Education Com- 
mission has the authority to make sure 
all of the angles have been studied and 
all the alternatives have been studied.”’ 

Bowen said the IVTC trustees ‘“‘know 
they have to live within that particular 
amount ($8.5 million) unless they go 
back to the legislature. We have stated 
we will abide by the board of trustees 
providing all alternativaes have been 
studied.”’ 

‘As you know it was a poitical vote, 
two Democrats against and two Repub- 
licans fpr,” the governor said. “I as- 
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430 JOBS FILLED 

People filing new applications for 
work numbered 784 during May, accord- 
ing to Evaline Yohler, manager of the 
Muncie office of the Indiana State Em- 
ployment Service. Of these new appli- 
cants, 370 were women, 93 were veter- 
ans, 75 were minority group members 
and 127 were economically disadvan- 
taged. The Employment Service provid- 
ed vocational counseling for 247 job 
seekers and administered aptitude and 
proficiency tests to 163 applicants. 

During this same period employers 
listed 625 openings with the office and 
430 job placements were made. Of these 
placements, 176 were women, 82 were 
veterans and 43 were minority group 
members. Some 6 agricultural place- 
ments were made. 

* * * 
ELECTED PRESIDENT 

David R. Bantz, vice president and 
treasurer of Muncie Federal Savings 
and Loan, was elected president of the 
Central Indiana chapter of the Financial 
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| AM RUNNING FOR 
BECAUSE I'M 
EMINENTLY QUALIFIED 
YOU NINCOMPOOP! 


“90 YOU HAVE A 
FOREIGN POLICY? 
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HI, THERE...I'M JON AKBUCKLE. HLTHERE. 

I'M A CARTOONIST, AND THIS I'M GARFIELD. OUR ONLY THOUGHT 
IS MY CAT, I'M A CAT, ANY IS TO ENTERTAIN YOU. 
GARFIELD. THIS 15 MY 

CARTOONIST, 
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BONOS: THE PIPE STRIP. 


(0/14/1976 NS 7/27/1978 


Jon 


NOW WHERE GAR | 
ee FIELD. 
PIPE BE? 


, GARFIELD!! 
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